ILLEGAL KIDNEY TRANSPLANTATION RACKET BUSTED - 9 HELD

(Capital Information)
Hyderabad, Jan 25 : Acting
on credible information, on
21.01.2025, the Sarooragar
Police and the Special Oper-
ations Team (SOT), L.B.
Nagar Zone, in coordination
with the DMHO, Ranga
Reddy district, Telangana,
busted an illegal kidney trans-
plantation racket being oper-
ated by the management of
Alakananda Hospital, located
in Doctors Colony, Saroor
Nagar.

During the inspection, four
individuals were found in the
Hospital : 1 Ms. MNasreen
Banu Eliyash (22 years), a
donor, resident of Tamil Nadu.
2. Ms. Firdosh S (40 years), a
donor, resident of Tamil Nadu.
3. Mr. B.S. Raja Shekar (68
years), a recipient. 4. Ms.
Bhat Prabha alias Krupalatha
(40 years), a recipient, Nfo. of
Karnataka.

The recipients had already
undergone kidney transplan-
tation surgeries and were un-
dergoing treatment. During
the inquiry, it was revealed
that the Hospital was function-
ing without proper authoriza-
tion to conduct kidney
transplantation surgeries.

Upon questioning Dr.
Guntupally Sumanth, the
Managing Directar of
Alakananda Hospital, it was
found that Dr. Avinash and his
team had been conducting il-
legal kidney transplantation
surgeries at the Hospital for
the past seven months. The
four individuals were shifted
to Gandhi Hospital, Hyder-
abad, for better medical care.

Subsequently, the Health De-
partment officials sealed the
Hospital.

Based on a complaint filed
by Dr. M. Geetha, Deputy
DMHOQ, a case was registered
at Saroor Nagar Police Sta-
tion, Rachakonda.

The details of the accused
persons: Doctors:1 Dr. Sid-
damshetty Avinash (Gen. Sur-
geon)Arrested on 25-01 -20252
Dr.Guntupally Sumanth Man-
aging Director of Alakananda
Hospital Arrested on 23-01-
2025 and Remanded.3 Dr. Raj
Shekhar (Main surgeon) Rlo
Tamilnadu state (Absconding).4
Dr. Sohib (Main surgeon) N/o
Jammu & Kashmir (Abscond-
ing).

Organizers: 5 Pavan @
Leon @ Kishore RfoVizag
(Absconding) 6 Purma @ Ab-
hishik Rio Vizag (Abscond-
ing).7 Laxman, RfoVizag
(Absconding)

Mediators: & Paon-
nuswamy Pradeep R/o Kar-
nataka State. Arrested on
25-01-20259 Suraj Mishra,
Rfo Kammataka State10
Shankar, R/o Taminadu State
(Absconding).

Medical Assistants :1
MNarsagani Gopi, Occ: Recep-
tionist at Alakananda Hospital
(Arrested &Remanded on
23.01.2025).2 Ramavath Ravi
Rfo Malgonda district. Ar-
rested on 25-01-20253 Sapa-
vath Ravinder R/o Malgonda
district Arrested on 25-01-
20254 Sapavath Harish N/o
Nalgonda district. Arrested on
25-01-20255 Podila Sai Rio
MNalgonda district. Arrested on
25-01-2025.

Seized Property:-TATA
Punch Car Br.No. AP-40-CV-
6300.Net Cash Rs.5,00,000/-
Maobile phones-100peration
surgical material kit.

Dr. Avinash completed his
MBES in China and pursued
a Diploma in Surgery in Pune,
Maharashtra. He later worked
in a hospital at Pune. In 2022,
he and his partners took over
Janani Hospital, located on
Madhannapet Road, Said-
abad. Due to financial difficul-
ties, he was unable to
manage the hospital and con-
sidered selling it. During this

time, a person named Lax-
man, a resident of Vizag, ap-
proached him and proposed
conducting illegal kidney
transplantations (KTP) at the
hospital. Laxman assured Dr.
Avinash that he would be paid
2.5 lakh per surgery and that
he would handle the arrange-
ments for doctors, assistants,
donors, and recipients. Dr.
Avinash was only required to
provide the operation theater
and post-operative care.
Agreeing to the proposal,
Dr. Avinash facilitated the sur-
geries at Janani Hospital.

From April 2023 to June 2024,
illegal kidney transplantations
were conducted, with Dr.
Avinash receiving ¥2.5 lakh
for each surgery. He later dis-
covered that a man named
Pavan alias Leon, a resident
of Vizag and the main organ-
izer, along with his assistant
Purna alias Abhishik from
Vizag, managed the opera-
tions. They brought in the
main surgeons, including Dr.
Raja Shekhar Perumal from
Tamil Madu and Dr. Schib
from Jammu & Kashmir, as
well as operating theater as-

sistants Shankar (Tamil
Madu), Pradeep, and Suraj
(Karnataka). These individu-
als also arranged for donors
and recipients.

Before each surgery,
Purna alias Abhishik would
collect blood samples from
the donors and recipients. If
their blood group and Human
Leukocyte Antigen (HLA)
matched, the KTP process
would begin. They collected
¥55-60 lakh from each recip-
ient, out of which 5 lakh was
given to the donor, 2.5 lakh
to Dr. Avinash, 10 lakh to the
lead surgeon, around 30,000
to the five operating theater
assistants, and the remainder
was taken by the organizers
and mediators. Due to admin-
istrative issues, Dr. Avinash
closed Janani Hospital in
June 2024.

In July 2024, Dr. Avinash
approached Dr. Sumanth, the
Managing Director of
Alakananda Haospital, who
had completed his medical
studies in Kyrgyzstan. Dr.
Sumanth agreed to provide
the operation theater for the il-
legal KTP surgeries, receiving
¥1.5 lakh per surgery, while
Dr. Avinash received 31 lakh.
They conducted about (20)
KTP surgeries at Alakananda
Haospital in December 2024.

Some team of doctors had
made large illegal kidney
transplant (KTP) surgeries
were conducted at
Alakananda Hospital, Janani
Hospital, Aruna Hospital and
other Hospitals in Hyderabad
and various places in India.

In connection with this

case, the accused A-2: Dr.
Guntupally Sumanth (Manag-
ing Director of Alakananda
Hospital) and A-8: Narasani
Gopi (Receptionist and Assis-
tant to Dr. Avinash) were ar-
rested on 23.01.2025. They
were produced before the
Heon'ble court and remanded
to judicial custody.

On 25.01.2025, the follow-
ing accused were arrested:A-
1: Siddamshetty Avinash, A-6:
Ponnuswamy Pradeep, A-T:
Ramavath Ravi, A-11: Sapa-
vath Ravinder, A-12: Sapa-
vath Harish, A-13. Podila Sai,
A-14: Suraj Mishra. A total of
seven accused are being pro-
duced before the Hon'ble
court.

The above arresls were
made under the direct super-
vision of G. Sudheer Babu,
IPS., Commissioner of Police,
Rachakonda and the under
guidance of Ch. Praveen
Kumar, IPS., DCP, LB Nagar
Zone, by K. Muralidhar, DCP,
S0T, LB MNagar-Mahesh-
waram Ffone, B. Koteshwara
Rao, Addl.DCP, LB-Magar
Zone, MD. Shakir Hussain,
Addl.DCP SOT LB Nagar A.
Krishnaiah, ACF, LB Nagar
Division.

The good work done by .
Saidi Reddy, Inspecter of Po-
lice, B. Kishan SIP, K. Ma-
hendher SIP, S. Lakshaman
SIP and team, Bhaksar
Reddy, Mir Mudasir Al and K.
Prathap Reddy, Inspectors,
Govind SIP, of SOT LB Magar
Zone, S and team. They were
appreciated by CP Sir and
they may be rewarded
suitably.



Kidney racket thriving since 2023

Police arrest nine; over 20 kidneys had been illegally bought, transplanted

Ty

PRIYA RATHNAM | DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 25

In a major revelation,
police said on Saturday
that one of the doctors at
Alakananda hospital,
Saroornagar, who was
arrested for illegal Kidney
transplants, had been per-
forming similar surgeries
since 2023. Over 20 Kkid-
neys had been illegally
bought and transplanted,

Police have arrested nine
persons, including the
hospital's managing direc-
tor Dr Guntupally
Sumanth and general sur-
geon Dr Siddamshetty
Avinash. However, two key
organisers, Pavan alias
Leon and Laxman, are still
on the run.

Rachakonda police com-
missioner G. Sudheer
Babu said that Dr
Avinash, who has been
running the racket for
seven months, has con-
fessed to the dastardly
¢rime. He ran Janani hos-

pital in Saidabad and
Aruna hospital in
Kukatpally.

When he was planning to
sell one of them due to
financial constraints, he
was approached by one
Laxman from
Visakhapatnam in 2022,
Laxman offered Dr.

Rachakond

police commisioner Sudheer Babu address-

ing media about the kidney racket on Saturday.

Avinash 22,5 lakh per ille-
gal Kidney transplantation
if he allowed his hospital
premises for the purpose.
Laxman handled the logis-
tics of the surgeries,
including sourcing
donors, organising med-
ical staff, and finding
recipients.

From April 2023 to June
2024, the illegal transplant
surgeries were carried out
at Janani hospital. Pavan,
another organiser, assist-
ed in sourcing the doctors
and medical staff, inclhad-
ing Dr. Raj Shekhar, the
lead surgeon from Tamil
Nadu, and Dr. Sohib firom
Jammu and Kashmir,

These medical profes-

sionals were paid 10 lakh
for each SUrgery.
Additionally, each of the
five operating theatre
assistants received
approximately 30,000 per
surgery, police said.

Sudheer Babu added,
“The recipients paid 55
lakh to ¥60 lakh for the
illegal transplant proce-
fdures, out of which T15
lakh was given to the
donor. Pavan and Laxman
pocketed the bulk of the
amount.”

Last June, Dr. Avinash
closed Janani hospital due
to administrative issues
and then approached Dr.
Sumanth, managing direc-
tor of Alakananda hospi-

NO RECORDS OF SOME DONORS AND
RECIPIENTS AT ALAKANANDA HOSPITAL

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 25

Police personnel, who
made a deep search of doc-
uments at Alakananda
hospital, found that there
were no documents or
reports in the name of two
donors and two recipients.

Rachakonda police com-
missioner G. Sudheer
Babu said, “Acting on
credible information, and
in coordination with the
Rangareddy district med-
ical and health officer
{DMHO), police raided the
hospital and found that
four individuals
were involved in the ille-

gal transplantation rack-
et.”

Among them were two
donors, Nasreen Banu
Eliyash, 22 and Firdosh S.,
40, and two recipients, B.S.
Raja Shekhar, 68, and Bhat
Prabha alias Krupalatha,
40,

“Investigations revealed
that the hospital was oper-
ating without authorisa-
tion to carry out Kidney
transplant surgeries,” the
official said.

Based on a complaint
filed by Dr M. Geetha,
deputy DMHO, a case was
registered at the
Saroornagar police sta-
tion.

tal, to continue the illegal
operations.

Dr. Sumanth allegedly
agread to allow the use of
his hospital’s operating
theatre for 1.5 lakh per
surgerv. while Dr. Avinash
received Yone lakh. They
conducted approximately
20 illegal Kidney trans.
plants at Alakananda hos-
pital since last December,
Sudheer Babu said.

The arrested persons

were presented before the
court and remanded to
judicial custody.

The others who have
been arrested include
assistants Ramavath Ravi,
Sapavath Ravinder,
Sapavath Harish and
Podila Sai and one Ponnu
Swamy from Karnataka,
who also reportedly
plaved a key role in
procuring contacts of the
recipients.



Kidney racket: 9

persons arrested

Accused include general surgeons, OT assistants, hosp admin

CITY BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The Rachakonda Police on
Saturday announced the ar-
rest of nine suspects in the
illegal kidney transplanta-
tion racket, which was oper-
ated by Alakananda Hospi-
tal in Saroornagar.

The arrested persons are
Dr Siddamshetty Avinash,
general surgeon; Dr Guntu-
pally Sumanth, managing di-
rector of Alakananda Hospi-
tal; Ponnuswamy Pradeep
and Suraj Mishra, media-
tors; and Narsagani Gopi,
Ramavath Ravi, Sapavath
Ravinder, Sapavath Harish
and Podila Sai.

Police said Dr Avinash
completed his MBBS in
China and pursued a
Diploma in Surgery in Pune,
Maharashtra. In 2022, he
and his partners took over
Janani Hospital in Madan-
napet. Due to financial diffi-
culties, he considered sell-
ing the hospital when a
resident of Visakhapatnam,
Laxman, approached him
and proposed illegal kidney
transplantations at the hos-
pital. “Dr Avinash was as-
sured of Rs 2.5 lakh per sur-
gery for providing the
operation theatre and post-
operative care,” G Sudheer
Babu, Rachakonda Police
Commissioner, said.

Agreeing to the proposal,
Avinash facilitated surgeries
at Janani Hospital. He later
discovered that two others
from Visakhapatnam, Pavan
alias Leon and Purna alias
Abhishek managed the op-
erations. They brought in
the surgeons, including Dr
Raja Shekhar Perumal from
Tamil Nadu and Dr Sohib
from Jammu and Kashmir,
as well as operating theatre
assistants Shankar (Tamil
Nadu), Pradeep and Suraj
(Karnataka).

They collected Rs 55 lakh
to Rs 60 lakh from each
organ recipient, of which Rs
5 lakh was given to the
donor, Rs 2.5 lakh to Dr

Avinash, Rs 10 lakh to the
lead surgeon and around Rs
30,000 to the five operating
theatre assistants.

Due to administrative is-
sues, Dr Avinash had to shut
Janani Hospital in June 2024,
after which he approached
Dr Sumanth, managing di-
rector of Alakananda Hospi-
tal, who completed his med-
ical studies in Kyrgyzstan.
Dr Sumanth agreed to pro-
vide the operation theatre
for the illegal kidney trans-
plant surgeries, receiving Rs
1.5 lakh per surgery, while
Dr Avinash received Rs 1
lakh. They conducted about
20 surgeries at Alakananda
Hospital in December 2024.



9 ARRESTED IN KIDNEY
TRANSPLANT RACKET CASE

HANns NEwS SERVICE

HYDERABAD: RACHAKONDA police arrested
9 accused in the illegal kidney transplantation racket
case. Acting on credible information, the Saroornagar
Police and the Special Operations Team (SOT), LB
Nagar Zone, in coordination with the DMHO, Ranga
Reddy district, busted an illegal kidney transplantation
racket being operated by the management of Alakanan-
da Hospital, located in Doctors Colony, Saroor Nagar.
During the inspection, four individuals were found in
the Hospital - Nasreen Banu Eliyash (22 years), a donor,
resident of Tamil Nadu, Firdosh S (40 years), a donor,
resident of Tamil Nadu, B.S. Raja Shekar (68 years) and
Bhat Prabha alias Krupalatha (40 years), a recipient, na-
tive of Karnataka. The recipients had already undergone
kidney transplantation surgeries and were undergoing
treatment. During the inquiry, it was revealed that the
hospital was functioning without proper authorisation
to conduct kidney transplantation.
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